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Words to Live By 

Thanks 
Luke 17:11-19 
(March 17-23, 2019) 

Thanksgiving—the giving of thanks—to God for all His blessings should be one of the 
most distinctive marks of the believer in Jesus Christ. We must not allow a spirit of 
ingratitude to harden our heart and chill our relationship with God and with others.  

(Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 11.21.2017) 
 

Answer and discuss the following question with your group. 
1.  In your opinion what causes us not to be thankful? 

 
Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #1. 

An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Thanks”. 
Jesus and his disciples are traveling along the border of Galilee and Samaria. They 
come to a little town and outside the city gates are a group of lepers – 10 of them. 
Leprosy was a horrible disease and often it was a death sentence. It was very 
contagious. You were cast out of the community for health reasons. Quarantined. You 
were to announce to anyone who might come in contact with you that you were 
unclean. 
It was also a spiritual disease. It kept you out of the temple. You could not worship with 
your family or your religious committee. It was seen as a punishment for sin. 
 
Read Luke 17:11-19 and James 1:17 and answer/discuss the following questions. 

2. From this story, we know Samaritans were looked down upon by the Jews. We 
know that the lepers had a disease that could lead to death and certainly kept 
them from being with their family, friends and the church. Each of these men 
was healed, but only one came back.  
What would Jesus’ healing restore to these men? How are we sometimes like 
the ungrateful lepers? Why do we seem to fail to thank God for what he has 
done? 

 
3. Read James 1:17. What do we learn about God and his gifts from this verse? 

What gifts has God provided to you? 
 
4.  How should knowing that everything we have is from God impact our 

gratefulness?  
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Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #2. 
An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Thanks”. 

When I was a kid every week at church my dad, our pastor, would start off the service 
with these words: “Enter into his gates with thanksgiving and into his courts with praise; 
give thanks to him and praise his holy name.” 
 
Read Romans 6:1-4; Colossians 3:15-17; Colossians 4:2 and answer/discuss the 

following questions. 
5.  In this lesson, we find that two ways we can thank God are by being in his 

house “the church” and by using our gifts. How do these two activities show 
God our thanks? Who in your church needs to be thanked for what they do? 

 
6.  Another way to thank God is through living a Godly life. Thinking about 

scripture, what is involved in living a Godly life? What is the difference between 
living a Godly life out of thanksgiving and earning our way to salvation? 

 
7.  Having received gifts from God and others, we should respond with thanks. 

How can we give to God and others when it comes to showing our 
gratefulness? 

 
Reflection and Wrap-up 

8.  As you reflect on this lesson, what would you thank God for? 
 
9.  Which area of your life would you like offer up in thanksgiving to God? 

 
Pray Together as a Group 

 
Additional Study 

If you have time during your Small Group or you want to study more about the message                 
topic, read and consider the following passages: 

● 2 Corinthians 4:5 
● 2 Corinthians 9:11 
● Philippians 4:6 
● 1 Timothy 2:1 
● 1 Thessalonians 5:17 
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Just Thinking 
● Thank You = I Value You 
● Thank you – the secret to everyday life. 
● Saying thanks makes me immune to negativity. 
● A thank you reverberates joy. 
● Give thanks no matter what happens. 1 Thessalonians 5:17 
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