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Jesus didn’t tell his friends, “Go into all the world and make Christians.” But he did tell 
them to go into the world and make disciples. In fact, the Bible uses the word disciple 
269 times. As Dallas Willard writes, “The New Testament is a book about disciples, by 
disciples, and for disciples.”  - John Ortberg, Eternity is Now in Session 
 

Answer and discuss the following question with your group. 
1. What do you think is the difference between a Christian and a disciple? Why do 

you think the word disciple is so prevalent in the teachings of Jesus? 
 

Read the following excerpt aloud or watch message segment #1. 
An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Not Finished in Our City.” 

What are they (the disciples) supposed to do?  
Go and make disciples of all nations – baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit – teach them to observe all that I have commanded you… 
That is it. Here is what Jesus wants us to do. All of us. Not optional stuff. We all get to 
play a part of getting this done. Since he has all authority we are to go and make 
disciples of all nations. This is for everyone. Not just you guys. Not just folks in this 
town. It is for everyone. Jesus is for everyone. 
 

Refer to Matthew 28:16-20, and answer/discuss the following questions. 
2. Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”  Where 

did that authority come from? 
 

3. In whose name(s) were the disciples to baptize the new disciples? 
 

4. What were the disciples told to teach the new disciples?  Why do you think Jesus 
thought it was important to include this in his instructions? 

 
Read the following excerpt aloud or watch message segment #2. 
An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Not Finished in Our City.” 

Every generation of Christians is required to engage their generation with the claims of 
Jesus. Are you ready to defend your decision to follow Jesus – because you care about 
your generation. 
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Most people who walked away from faith walked away for reasons that had almost 
nothing to do with Jesus. They walked away from the rules and regulations of a church. 
They walked away from Christians who seemed more concerned about right and wrong 
than love and justice. 

 
Refer to 1Peter 3:15-16 & Philippians 3:10-14 to answer/discuss the following 

questions. 
5. How can we be prepared to “give an answer” when asked about our faith?  

 
6. Why would someone ask us about our faith? How can others see our hope in 

Christ? 
 

7. In Philippians 3:10 and 11, what does Paul say he wants for himself? 
 

8. How determined does Paul sound in Philippians 3:12-14? 
 

Reflection and Wrap-up 
9. How would you relate Paul and Peter’s comments to the discipleship, or the “great 

commission” that Jesus gave us in Matthew 28? 
 

10. To whom can you model being a disciple? How can you prepare to be an effective 
model of a disciple to them? 

 
Pray Together as a Group 

 
Additional Study 

If you have time during your Small Group or you want to study more about message 
topic, read and consider the following passages: 

• Mark 3:13-15 
• Luke 24:44-49 
• John 8:31-32 
• John 13:34-35 


