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A Series of Unfortunate Events 

Pilate Washes His Hands 
Matthew 27:15-26 
(April 14-20, 2019) 

The real difference between being responsible and being irresponsible is an indication 
of how effectively we’re managing our lives when the opportunity to make a good or bad 
choice presents itself. Accepting responsibility – both personal and indirect 
responsibility – is one of the most important factors in defining a person’s true character. 
When that responsible moment comes, what you do – or don’t do – is an indication of 
the type of person you really are. (Shawn Jackson, Good Choices Good Life, Inc. 2014) 
In today’s lesson Pontius Pilate is responsible for letting Jesus live or die.  He chooses 
to absolve his responsibility by washing his hands of the guilt of Jesus’ death. 

 
Answer and discuss the following question with your group 

1. Have you ever found yourself facing a good or a bad choice?  What did you 
choose to do or not do?  How did you make this decision and what was its 
impact or outcome? 

 
Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #1 
An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Pilate Washes His Hands”. 

We have the perspective of understanding that Jesus’ purpose and kingdom was in fact 
not what his followers thought. Thus, that their leader was subjected to these events 
was unfortunate for them.  Of course, we understand that these events needed to 
happen so that God’s plan for salvation was fulfilled. We can go back and read these 
passages and have a perspective of God’s purpose.  But Jesus’ followers did not have 
that perspective… they couldn’t see that far.  So if anything bad happened to Jesus, in 
his followers’ minds their hope was lost. They would think, “What do we do now?” 
This is just the case for the event we are looking at today… Pilate washing his hands is 
unfortunate because it effectively seals the fate of Jesus… that he will be crucified. 
 

Read Matthew 27:15-26 and answer/discuss the following questions. 
2. Pontius Pilate was a Roman governor and supreme judge, Pilate had the sole 

authority to execute a criminal. He found himself caught between the 
unforgiving empire of Rome and the religious scheming of the Jewish council. 
Having read this section of scripture, what were Pilate’s responsibilities in this 
case?  How did he try to carry out these responsibilities? 

 

A Series of Unfortunate Events – Lesson 3, page 1 



Message-Based Study Guide 

for Small Groups and Individuals 

 

 
3. Pilate was caught between making a good and a bad choice.  What things 

influenced his decision?  What things influence us when it comes to taking 
responsibility for a good or a bad choice?  Give a personal example to illustrate 
this point. 

 
4. Pilate’s final decision was based on giving in to peer pressure applied by the 

Jewish council. In the Christian life are you ever tempted to give in to peer 
pressure?  What is your responsibility as a follower of Christ?  What are some 
of the good choices you have made in this area? 

 
Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #2 
An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Pilate Washes His Hands”. 

In our passage today, Jesus and Pilate stand side by side… Jesus embracing his 
responsibility and Pilate avoiding his.  Jesus does not attempt to avoid responsibility. He 
understands what he needs to do and acts accordingly.  Jesus’ purpose was to teach 
us, show us how to love one another and give himself as a sacrifice so that we could be 
forgiven of our sins, even though it cost him his life.  I don’t know about you, but I call 
that big responsibility! 
 

Answer/discuss the following questions. 
5. We should be people of responsibility because Jesus was that kind of person.  Jesus 
is the prime example of embracing the call and responsibility for his life. As a group list 
as many Biblical examples as you can of how Jesus embraced his responsibility to 
mankind.  
 
6.  Are there areas of your Christian life where you struggle to take responsibility or 
responsibility for your actions?  Explain. 
 
7.  What situation might God be telling you to embrace responsibility for?  
 

Reflection and Wrap-up 
8.  Each of us has the same opportunity this Easter season to embrace the death of 
Jesus and the new life it brings.  What are some ways you can embrace this reality 
and share your faith with others?  
 

Pray Together as a Group 
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Additional Study 

If you have time during your Small Group or you want to study more about the message                 
topic, read and consider the following passages: 

● Matthew 4:23 
● 1 Timothy 4:6 
● 1 Timothy 6:11-16 
● 1 Peter 2:15 
● Matthew 4:6 
● 2 Corinthians 5:21 

 
Just Thinking 

● Pilate washed his hands to save his skin; Jesus gave his life to save our souls. 
● The innocent Christ gave his life for the guilty. 
● God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become 

the righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:21 NIV 
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