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A Series of Unfortunate Events 

Judas’ Betrayal 
John 12:1-11, 18:1-7 
(March 31-April 6, 2019) 
 

Many believers experience seasons when life is invaded by despair. People describe it 
as "Maybe I'm going crazy,” or perhaps “I'm just depressed.” Centuries ago these Series 
of Unfortunate Events were named “the dark night of the soul.” These seasons of 
confusion can be a scary experience. The fifteenth-century Christian writer John of the 
Cross was the first to describe this experience as “the dark night.” It has come to mean 
a difficult time when God brings the discipline of trials that can be handled only with his 
help - by his grace. The experience opens us to new realms of spiritual experience. 
Growth happens as we ask deeper questions about what God might be up to. 
 

Answer and discuss the following question with your group. 
1. Describe a time that you experienced what you would consider “a dark night of 

the soul.” 
 

Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #1. 
An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Judas’ Betrayal”. 

“Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor?” 
Wow – that sounds so spiritual. SO noble. So kind. Just think of how many people we 
could have helped. By the way, John lets us know that Judas did not care for the poor. 
He was a thief. He had been embezzling money from the donations that people were 
giving them. Jesus and his disciples relied on the generosity of their followers. Judas 
was in charge of the money.  
My guess is they found out that he was a thief after the fact. They trusted Judas. If they 
had known, he was a thief he would have been replaced. So Judas wants more money 
coming in so that he can disperse it and keep some for himself. 
 

Read John 12:1-8 and answer/discuss the following questions. 
2. Have you ever been extravagant in your worship or in your giving to Jesus? 

Describe what moved or motivated your action? 
 
3. Judas had one take on Mary’s extravagant gift. Jesus had a different 

interpretation on that act of generous love. Contrast these two viewpoints. 
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4. Jesus said, “You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always 

have me” (verse 8). How do you think Judas took this comment? 
 

Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #2. 
An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Judas’ Betrayal”. 

It is truly hard to understand. Perhaps Judas was disappointed in Jesus. He was hoping 
that Jesus would be a revolutionary – leading a revolt. Yes against the establishment, 
but also against Rome. Perhaps he thought that this would force Jesus to act. 
There is no doubt that we try at times to make Jesus into something that he is not. Ever 
think this…Well my God would be more like… I can’t believe in a God who would… 
And we are just disappointed in a God who doesn’t do what we want, or what we think 
he should be like. 
We would rather believe that Judas was just a really bad guy who was possessed by 
the devil and couldn’t help himself. He was just a player in the game that ended badly 
for him. 
I believe we all have a choice. Judas came to decide that after everything that he had 
seen and heard from Jesus, that after three years of following him and listening to him 
and seeing the miracles, that Jesus was not who he claimed to be. That he was not the 
Son of God. That he deserved the death on the cross. That even though Jesus was a 
good man his life was not going to make a difference. 
 

Read John 18:1-7 and answer/discuss the following questions. 

5. What do you think the other disciples thought when they saw Judas arriving in 
the garden with the officials and soldiers?  At what moment do you think they 
realized what Judas was there to do? 

 
6. Read Mark 14:43-45 where we find that Judas betrayed Jesus with a kiss. What 

is the irony in Judas’ betrayal? 
 
7. How would you compare Jesus’ words and actions with those of his disciples? 
 
8. Read Hebrews 12:1-3. What does it take to avoid discouragement and fatigue 

when following Christ? 
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Reflection and Wrap-up 

9.  How would you use a year’s salary or time to honor Christ? 
 
10. What attitude do you need to hold firmly in your thoughts to be faithful to your 

commitment to Christ? 
 

Pray Together as a Group 

 
Additional Study 

If you have time during your Small Group or you want to study more about the message                 
topic, read and consider the following passages: 

● Matthew 26:14-25 
● Matthew 26:47-56 
● Psalm 41:9 
● Psalm 55:12-14 
● Proverbs 20:19 
● Acts 7:51-53 
● 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
● Hebrews 6:4-6 
● Hebrews 12:1-3 

 
Just Thinking 

● Be a walking example that Jesus is God’s Son. 
● Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. - Jesus 
● Keeping my eyes on Jesus, I won’t grow tired and give up. 
● Fatigue and discouragement fade away when my eyes are on Jesus. 
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