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Mass Exodus 

“When It Can’t Get Any Worse” 
Exodus Chapters 9-11 

August 12-18, 2018 
I had received an eviction notice to move out of my apartment. I looked for work wherever I could. The 
truth of the matter was that I couldn't find any job, not even a menial one. I was denied employment at 
McDonald's because I was "overqualified." No one would hire me even for a manual-labor, minimum-
wage job… 

When I finished talking to my mother, I made it into the shower. In the midst of my tears, I reconciled 
myself to the fact that it was time for me to go home. "Things cannot get any worse for me," I thought. At 
that very moment, a massive earthquake hit the city of Los Angeles. I started slipping and sliding in the 
shower with soap and water flying everywhere. All of a sudden, the voice of the Lord spoke to me and 
said, "Things can always get worse; they can get much worse." 

Hearing the voice of God made me realize that as long as I was alive and had breath in my body, there 
would always be hope. There are times when hope is the only thing we have to cling to. I didn't have a 
job, I didn't have any food, and I didn't have any money, but I always had hope. 

Excerpted from "Keeping the Faith" by Tavis Smiley (Doubleday) 

Answer and discuss the following question with your group. 
1. Think of a time when it was more true that “Things are going from back to worse!” 

than “Things can’t get any worse.” Share that with your group. 
 
Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #1. 

An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “When It Can’t Get Any Worse”. 
An unexpected health issue drives a lot of us to realize that we are not God, that life is 
fragile, that life is final. Many of us have turned to God at those moments when we hear 
the worst possible news from the doctor’s office. It brought us to God. 
For some we ended up like Pharaoh. Our hearts grew hard toward God. We held it 
against God. We know that God could click his fingers and make it all go away. Why 
didn’t he rescue my mom? Why didn’t he save my child? 
Those are the tough questions that go unanswered. I really don’t have answers for why 
those prayers go unanswered, the way we would like it to be answered. I do know this: 
we can either turn to God for strength or curse him. 
 

Refer to Exodus 9:13-21 and answer/discuss the following questions. 
2. God has a plan for the people of Israel and for Pharaoh. How does Pharaoh respond 

to the message about God’s plan? Why do you think he responded this way?  
 

3.  What does Moses see behind Pharaoh’s response? 
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4. Do you think God could have accomplished his purposes without the plagues? If so, 

how? 
  

Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #2. 
An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “When It Can’t Get Any Worse”. 

The first thing that God spoke to get things started was – “Let there be light.” You can’t 
live in darkness. 
(John 8:12, NLT) “Jesus spoke to the people once more and said, “I am the light of the 
world. If you follow me, you won’t have to walk in darkness, because you will have the 
light that leads to life.” 
You can try to live in darkness, but it will be frustrating and scary. All we need is just a 
little light to give us hope. 

Answer/discuss the following questions. 
 
5. We read about Pharaoh’s heart being hardened in Exodus 7:3, 13, 14, 22; 8:15, 19, 

32; 9:7, 12, 34-35. Read these verses as you consider this question: what is different 
in Exodus 10:1-2 about the way the Lord tells Moses that Pharaoh’s heart was 
hardened? 
 

6. What part did Pharaoh have in the spiritual hardening of his heart? 
 

7. Describe how Pharaoh attempts to diffuse the pressure from God to change his 
mind (heart)? 

 
Reflection and Wrap-up 

8. Reflecting on John 8:12 and 1 John 1:5-7, how can living in the light (words) of 
Jesus turn around our spiritual lives? 
 

9. How can walking in the light prevent our hearts from becoming hard? 
 

10. How do you find hope when it’s always possible that things could get worse? 
 

Pray Together as a Group 
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Additional Study 

If you have time during your Small Group or you want to study more about the message 
topic, read and consider the following passages: 

• 2 Peter 3:9-15 
• Colossians 1:27 
• Hebrews 6:13-20 
• James 4:6-8 


