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“Poor listeners "hear" what's being said, but they rarely "listen" to the whole message.  
They get distracted by their own thoughts or by what's going on around them, and they 
formulate their responses before the person who they're talking to has finished 
speaking. Because of this, they miss crucial information. Good listeners, on the other 
hand, enjoy better relationships, because they fully understand what other people are 
saying.  

Answer and discuss the following question with your group. 
1. How good are your listening skills with: 

a. Family members 
b. Co-workers 
c. God 

 
Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #1. 

An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “When You Don’t Want to Listen to God”. 
Most of us are ok with spiritual stuff. “Hey you got your belief system; I have mine.” “Just 
keep yours to yourself and we will be fine; but when you start thinking that your God is 
better than mine, then we have a problem.” “Your God cannot tell me how to live my 
life.” We even say stuff like, “Well that is not my truth – this is my truth.” “That might be 
true for you but that is not my truth.” “I don’t want your God telling me what to do.” “Who 
does he think he is that he can tell me what to do?” So God answers that question. 
 

Refer to Exodus 5:1-2 and 6:1-8 
 and answer/discuss the following questions. 

  
2. Exodus 5:1 tells us Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, “This is what the 

LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Let my people go, so that they may hold a festival to 
me in the wilderness.’”  As a group make a list of the things you recall God has said. 
 
 

3.  In Exodus 5:2 Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey him and let Israel 
go? I do not know the LORD and I will not let Israel go.” While we may not be as blunt 
as Pharaoh, sometimes our words and actions look like we aren’t listening to the 
Lord either. What are some ways that we ignore what God has to say? 
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4. Read Exodus 6:1-8 listening for what the Lord says about himself. After reading this, 

determine which of the following characteristic encourages you to listen to him. 

• He is the God with a mighty hand. 

• He is the God of a covenant with his people. 

• He is the God who hears his people. 

• He is the God that redeems his people. 

• He is the God that takes us to be His people.  
 

Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #2. 
An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “When You Don’t Want to Listen to God”. 

Our hearts get hardened toward God because we believe that we can find happiness 
and fullness somewhere else. 

Answer/discuss the following questions. 
 
5. Describe a time you didn’t want to listen to God. 

 
6. Read Exodus 8:1-14. Pharaoh was willing to listen to God when times were bad, but 

the frogs went away so did his wiliness to do what God said. Can you relate to 
Pharaoh’s reaction and why? 
 
 

7. Exodus 8:16-19 tells about the plague of the gnats. Gnats are annoying and can 
spoil setting outside or a picnic. What are some things in your life that spoil your 
willingness to be listening to God? 

 
 

Reflection and Wrap-up 
8. Reflecting on this lesson, what is there about God that encourages you to listen to 

him? 
 

9. In what areas of your life do you need to listen to God and how can your group pray 
for you in this area? 

 
Pray Together as a Group 
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Additional Study 

If you have time during your Small Group or you want to study more about the message 
topic, read and consider the following passages: 

• Proverbs 19:27 
• James 1:19 
• Malachi 3:19 
• 1 John 4:6 
• John 10:10 
 


