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"Mass Exodus" 

Using What God Has Given You 
Exodus 4:1-17 
John 9:13-34 

(July 29-August 4, 2018) 
 
Men and women of God have been making excuses with God since the Garden of Eden, when Adam 
blamed Eve for his disobedience and Eve, in turn, blamed the serpent. (Genesis 3:12-13) Moses, as we 
will see in this lesson, made many excuses why he was unable to lead Israel from captivity. (Exodus 3-4) 
Sarah, Abraham's wife, claimed to be too old to have a son and continue the legacy God promised 
Abraham. (Genesis 18:12) Gideon told God he was too insignificant to be used in battle. (Judges 6:15) 
Jeremiah claimed to be too young to communicate God's word. (Jeremiah 1:6) Jonah fled from God to 
avoid preaching to people he disliked. (Jonah 1:3) There are other examples in the Bible, but the good 
news is that God did not expect any of these ordinary people to go it alone. He remained with each one. 
God approached Adam and Eve to restore their relationship and he covered their sin. (Genesis 3:21) God 
promised Moses, "Now go, I will help you speak and will teach you what to say." (Exodus 4:12) God 
responded to Sarah's doubts by promising Abraham, "I will return to you at the appointed time next year, 
and Sarah will have a son." (Genesis 18:13-14) God promised Gideon, "I will be with you and you will 
strike down all the Midianites, leaving none alive." (Judges 6:16) Jeremiah was instructed, "Do not say, 'I 
am too young'" because God told him "I am with you." (Jeremiah 1:7-8) Jonah obeyed God's command to 
proclaim "the message I give you" (Jonah 3:2) and Nineveh was saved from destruction. 

Similar to the examples above, all followers of Christ have received a commission to spread the gospel. 
(Matthew 28:19-20; 2 Corinthians 5:20) The good news, however, is that God will be with us just as he 
remained with Moses and the other people above. "And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age." (Matthew 28:20) "And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you 
and be with you forever--the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor 
knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you." (John 14:16-17) 

Answer and discuss the following question with your group. 
1. Have you ever been asked by a close friend or family member for a big favor that was 

important to them? How did you respond? 
 

Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #1. 
An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Using What God Has Given You”. 

One of the things that I really like about the Bible is that the heroes are not all that 
impressive. Moses struggles obviously. He has killed someone, he is tentative and 
argumentative, he has massive insecurity and it is recorded for us to read. The Bible 
doesn’t make out it’s heroes to be saints. 
God asked him what he had in his hand. It was just a staff. It was a tool that he used 
every day to take care of his father in law's sheep. It was nothing special. But it became 
something significant when God got involved. 
What do you have that if God got involved with it, it would help people believe? "Well I 
don’t know. I don’t have much." Just give what you have to God. He is not asking you to 
give what you don’t have. He is not asking you to give what other people have. What do 
you have that you can give to God? 
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You have your story. People might not believe the Bible to be the Word of God, but they 
believe you. You are their friend, they love and trust you. All you have is your story and 
that is enough. This is who I was before Jesus, this is me after Jesus. That is enough. 
They might even know you before Jesus, and that changed life is all that is needed. 
 

Read Exodus 4:1-17 and answer/discuss the following questions. 
2. As reflected in last week's study, Moses approached the holiness of God in the form 

of a burning bush and was given a mission to deliver the nation of Israel from 
captivity in Egypt. In Exodus 3, Moses responded to God's call with various protests 
and excuses. Summarize the excuses Moses continued to use in Exodus 4:1, 10 and 
13 to avoid the mission God was asking him to accomplish. 

  
3. How does God respond to each of Moses' protests? Explain how God's responses 

show that God will be with Moses on his mission. 
 
4. How does Moses' act of grabbing the snake he feared, before it was turned back into 

a staff, reflect Moses' faith in God despite his fear? What does this account teach us 
about our need to take steps of faith in our ministries despite the weaknesses or fears 
we may experience? Explain. 

 

Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #2. 
An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Using What God Has Given You ". 

Have you ever made excuses to God when he had asked you to do something? 
Probably. You might have even used the same lame excuses. "I am not good enough." 
"I am too tired." "I can’t do that." "I don’t know what to do." And you think that God will 
just use someone else to get the job done. Let someone else do that God. Quit asking. 
Find someone else. 
God will never ask you to do something, he will never lead you to something, in which 
you don’t have what it takes to get it done because he is with you. 
 

Read John 9:13-34 and answer/discuss the following questions. 
5. The blind man in this account willingly shared his story of encountering Jesus. Did the 

spiritual blindness of the Pharisees, and their hostility to the blind man's message, 
stop the blind man from sharing his story? Explain. 

 
6. What parallels can you draw between Moses delivering Israel from captivity in Egypt 

and Jesus delivering people from captivity to sin? 
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7. Based on the account of the blind man, explain how recognizing the grace God has 

shown you can lead to a willingness, and even a desire, to overcome excuses and 
share your salvation story with others. 

 
Reflection and Wrap-up 

8. Like Moses and the blind man, you have talents and a salvation story that can be 
used in God's kingdom to help deliver people from captivity to sin. What do you have 
that you can give to God? What's holding you back?  

 
9. Moses embarked on his mission with his brother Aaron. If you want or need support 

in a ministry you can be active in or that is on your heart, what brother or sister in 
Christ can you partner with? 

 
Pray Together as a Group 

 
Additional Study 

 
If you have time during your Small Group or you want to study more about how Christ 
followers are set apart from the world for holiness and how this affects our mission, read 
and consider the following passages: 

• Exodus 20:8 

• Leviticus 27:30 

• Hebrews 13:4 

• 1 Peter 1:15-16 

• Isaiah 6:1-4 


