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So this counting of the cost is not a moaning and groaning session. “Oh, how terrible it is                  
that I have to value all of my ‘wonderful’ things (which are probably making life miserable                
and hopeless anyway) less than I do living in the kingdom! How terrible that I must be                 
prepared to actually surrender them should that be called for!” The counting of the cost is                
to bring us to the point of clarity and decisiveness. It is to help us to see... It is                   
decisiveness and joy that are the outcomes of the counting. What this passage in Luke is                
about is clarity. It is not about misery, or about some incredibly dreadful price that one                
must pay to be Jesus’ apprentice... Suffering for him is actually something we rejoice to               
be counted worthy of (Acts 5:41; Phil. 1:29). The point is simply that unless we clearly                
see the superiority of what we receive as his students over every other thing that might                
be valued, we cannot succeed in our discipleship to him. We will not be able to do the                  
things required to learn his lessons and move ever deeper into a life that is his kingdom… 

         —Divine Conspiracy, Dallas Willard 
 

Answer and discuss the following question with your group. 
1. What do you value most of all things in this world? What would it take to cause 

you to move it to second place?  
 

Read the following excerpt aloud or watch message segment #1. 
An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Leadership Matters” 

Now, this verse has to do with counting the cost of following Jesus. Following Jesus is 
risky. You will have to trust and it will cost you. Following Jesus is not the easy path 
even though the path is for everyone. Not everyone will stay on it. You need to count 
the cost of discipleship. 
Fifty people over the age of 95 were asked on an open-ended basis, “If you could live 
your life over again, what would you do differently?” As you can imagine the answers 
covered a wide range. However, one answer that kept showing up over and over again 
was this, “If I had to do it over again, I would risk more.” 
Men – in the area of your faith and in leading your home and your family I can say this – 
you need to stick your neck out more. God is leading you. 

 
Read Luke 14:25-30, Acts 5:41, Philippians 1:29 and John 21:15-19 and 

answer/discuss the following questions. 
2. In the passage from Luke, do you think Jesus is literally asking us to hate our 

fathers and mothers? Would that be consistent with other thing Jesus says 
about our mothers and fathers? What do you think he really means?  
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3. Do you think he says it is wise to count the cost in order to scare us away from 

becoming disciples? Why do you think he suggests we count the cost? 
 
4. Considering John 21:15, what do you think Jesus was pointing at when he 

asked Peter, “Do you truly love me more than these?”  
What was he asking about Peter’s priorities?  
What are the last words to Peter in verse 19, and what is the significance to us? 

 
Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #2. 

An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Leadership Matters” 
No one else would go and fight the giant. But David risked certain death. When 
everyone else’s courage disappeared, David did not chicken out. Now he might have 
been some naïve teenager who thought he could do anything. But David had already 
killed a lion and a bear. He had practiced flinging a rock. He knew what he was doing. 
He was ready. 
Every day when he was watching his dad’s sheep he would practice, over and over and 
over again. Flinging rocks with his sling. David would not have had a chance against the 
giant if he had not been practicing in the field. 
What you are doing today, the decisions you are making today, the disciplines that you 
are doing today, that will allow you to be a risk taker. In the church world we call 
risk-taking faith. Taking steps of faith requires courage. Men, if you want to influence 
your family for Jesus it will take leadership. You will be asked to take risks. 
 

Read 1 Sam 18:14, 1 Sam 16:11-13, Acts 13:22, 1 Chronicles 29:28 and  
Psalm 89:19-29 and answer/discuss the following questions. 

5. How risky do you think David thought he was being? Do you think he was sure 
that he was doing the right thing? Why or why not? 

 
 
6. At what point in David’s life do you believe he knew that he had been blessed 

by God? How do you think that affected David’s life? How might we feel blessed 
like David? 

 
 
7. List some of the reasons David overcame Goliath and all of the other challenges 

he faced. 
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Reflection and Wrap-up 
8. What kinds of trials and challenges do you think will face you as you stick your 

neck out for Jesus?  
 
9. What things can you do to prepare for the trials that will face you? 
 

 
Pray Together as a Group 

 
Additional Study 

 
If you have time during your Small Group or you want to study more about the message                 
topic, read and consider the following passages: 

● 1 Corinthians 15:9-10 
● 2 Timothy 2:1-3 
● Nehemiah 4:13-16 
● 1 Corinthians 16:8-9 
● 1 Kings 14:8 

 
 

Just Thinking 
● Dependence on God delivers us. 
● “Pray as though everything depended on God. Work as if everything depended 

on you.” – attributed to various Christian leaders 
● Build your endurance and your courage will grow. 
● Our worth is found in Christ alone. 
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