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The Greatest Showman-The Impossible Comes True 
Believe & Be Alive 

John 11:1-44 
(November 4-10, 2018) 

“When someone becomes a Christian, he becomes a brand new person inside. He is 
not the same anymore. A new life has begun!” – 2 Corinthians 5:17 TLB 
These words were written down by the apostle Paul, to help us see that we are living a 
new life just as much as the people Jesus miraculously brought back to life. This lesson 
from John 11 tells us about Jesus calling his dead friend Lazarus out of the grave after 
being dead four days. Lazarus was still Lazarus but he was alive - given a new life. 
Once dead but made alive. Belief in this miracle of Jesus places our heart and mind in a 
position to believe that our dead soul can be made alive in relationship with Christ. The 
old things of life are not merely dead and gone – “passed away” – but, “behold, they are 
become new” (ASV). It is a regeneration of an old, ruined life into a full and amazing 
new life that lasts forever. 
 

Answer and discuss the following question with your group. 
1. List some aspects of current culture or personal struggles in life that you think 

many people around you wish could be totally different, new or vibrant? 
 

Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #1. 
An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Believe & Be Alive” 

“God causes things to happen at exactly the right time! Your job is not to figure out 
when, but to make up your mind that you won't give up until you cross the finish line and 
are living in the radical, outrageous blessings of God! The more you trust Jesus and 
keep your eyes focused on Him, the more life you'll have. Trusting God brings life. 
Believing brings rest. So stop trying to figure everything out, and let God be God in your 
life.” (Joyce Meyer quote) 
So often we try to figure out God. His timing and his goodness. Perhaps this is why 
Jesus had such a great relationship with Mary and Martha and Lazarus – they simply 
trusted. “Your brother will rise again…” 
 

Read John 11:1-27 and answer/discuss the following questions. 
2. Jesus set his own timeline in responding to a desperate message from his 

friends – “Your friend is dying.” What insights does this give you concerning 
expectations when you tell Jesus your problems (in prayer)? 
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3. What do the disciples fear (verses 8, 16)? 

 
4. Looking at Thomas’ response in verse 16 have you ever (like Thomas) felt Jesus 

was calling you to do something risky? What happened? 
 

Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #2. 
An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Believe & Be Alive” 

The impossible becomes true. Lazarus is alive! 
“Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 
His body had been wrapped. His body anointed with spices. He could not move his 
arms. He could not see. He could just shuffle. That’s it! He needed to be let loose. Now 
he is free. Free to live again. Free to love and laugh and breathe again. Joy is all 
around! From tears of sorrow to tears of joy. From death to life. He had come alive. 
By the way, Jesus still calls dead people to life. 
 

Read John 11:28-44 and answer/discuss the following questions. 
5. Since Jesus knew he was going to raise Lazarus (11:11), how do you explain 

Jesus crying (11:35)? 
 

6. How does Martha’s objection to opening the grave (11:39) contrast with her 
confidence earlier (11:22)? 

 
7. How does Jesus’ responses to people and his actions – including crying – help 

you trust him more through your challenges? 
 

Reflection and Wrap-up 
8. When have you been faced with a tough situation recently that stretched your 

faith? What would be different for you if that struggle had just been avoided? 
 

9. Spiritually, do you see yourself as: Dead and buried? Alive but wearing grave 
clothes? Alive and set free? Explain. 

 
Pray Together as a Group 
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Additional Study 

If you have time during your Small Group or you want to study more about message 
topic, read and consider the following passages: 

• 1 John 5:10-12 
• Colossians 3:1-4 
• 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 


