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 In C.S. Lewis' story "The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe," the characters Susan and Lucy 
ask Mr. and Mrs. Beaver about Aslan (the character in the story representing Jesus).  Mr. Beaver 
explains: 
 
 "Aslan a man? Certainly not. I tell you he is the King of the woods and the son of the great 
Emperor beyond the Sea. Don’t you know who is the King of Beasts? Aslan is a lion—the Lion, the 
great Lion.” 
 “Ooh!” said Susan. “I’d thought he was a man. Is he quite safe? I shall feel rather nervous 
about meeting a lion.” 
 “That you will, dearie, and make no mistake,” said Mrs. Beaver, “if there’s anyone who can 
appear before Aslan without their knees knocking, they’re either braver than most or else just silly.” 
 “Then he isn’t safe?” said Lucy. 
 “Safe?” said Mr. Beaver. “Don’t you hear what Mrs. Beaver tells you? Who said anything about 
being safe? ‘Course he isn’t safe. But he’s good. He’s the King, I tell you.” 

 
 

Answer and discuss the following question with your group. 
1. Explain a time when you showed, or when you saw someone close to you show, 

great courage. What made this event so memorable? 
 
 

Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #1. 
An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, “Walking on Water”. 

Don’t be afraid. Take Courage. It is I. 
Would the presence of Jesus in your life bring you hope? Or scare the living tar out of 
us? Not everyone would want him around, even when there is a storm. Maybe you have 
been through a storm in your life, things were pretty rough, you didn’t know what to do. 
You blamed God for the storm and you didn’t want anything to do with him. Paddled for 
as long as you could, away from Him. Even when he came your way, it wasn’t what you 
wanted. 
But now when you look back, if only you would have listened to his voice of strength. 
Don’t be afraid. Take courage. I am here. 
His presence alone in the midst of the storm is enough. 
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Read Matthew 14:22-27; Job 9:8 and Psalm 77:19 and answer/discuss the 

following questions. 
2. The account of Jesus walking on water (as told by Matthew, a disciple of Jesus) 

informs us that "the disciples were in trouble far away from land, for a strong wind 
had risen, and they were fighting heavy waves" (Matthew 14:24). How does this 
important context support the validity of Jesus' miracle? Explain how this miracle, 
when read in the context of Job 9:8 and Psalm 77:19, supports Jesus' divine identity. 

 
 
3. When have you needed to hear Jesus tell you, "Don't be afraid, take courage, I am 

here"? When you are in the midst of one of life's storms, do you blame God or hold 
fast to him as an anchor to steady you despite the heavy waves? 

 
 
4. A phrase often heard today is: “Sometimes God calms the storm, sometimes he 

calms the child." What does this phrase mean to you? Can weathering a storm 
actually strengthen our faith? Explain. 

 

Read the following excerpt out loud or watch message segment #2. 
An excerpt from the StoneBridge message, "Walking on Water". 

What an amazing moment as Peter went over the side of the boat and walked on water. 
Here is the second miracle. Peter is walking on the water. By the way, this is the point of 
the miracle. Peter walked on the water. Now Pete does sink. He does look around, he 
takes his eyes off of Jesus, fear grips him again…he starts to realize, "I should not be 
out here." But Pete does walk on the water. Besides Jesus, he is the only human to do 
this. 
What if we asked this question to Jesus, "Lord if it is you, tell me to come out there?" 
Where do you think we would end up? You might end up having coffee with your co-
worker who is struggling with depression. You might end up on a mission trip building 
houses in Mexico. You might end up working for a non-profit. You might end up helping 
at Open Door Mission. 
Only if you decide to get out of the boat. The real miracle here happens when you get 
out of the boat. Some of you have stayed in the boat, even when Jesus called you out. 
You have never known the moment of trust when you have to leave the safety and 
security of the boat for the wind and the waves of the sea. You see, I think he is 
constantly calling us out to something we would have never dreamed possible. To 
something so crazy that the only way to stay above water is to keep looking at Jesus. 
My guess is that you have some excuses for not getting out of the boat, too busy, too 
scary, not qualified, disqualified, too sinful…. 
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Read Matthew 14:28-33 and answer/discuss the following questions. 

5. Peter had the courage to step out of the boat before Jesus' calmed the storm. 
Compare and contrast the consequences of Peter's faith in Jesus during the storm 
with Peter's fear of his circumstances during the storm. 

 
 
6. How can Peter's fear and doubt encourage you when you experience fear and doubt? 

Where did Peter look to for safety during his fear and doubt? 
 

Reflection and Wrap-up 
 

7. Do you think God wants you to stay in the safety and security of your boat or to take 
steps of faith to grow spiritually? Have you had the courage to ask Jesus what he 
wants you to do? 

 
8. Peter looked to Jesus when he struggled in his circumstances. Do you think 

courageously following Jesus in your relationships, marriage, job, finances, parenting, 
etc., could improve these circumstances? Explain. 

 
9. Explain how Jesus "isn't safe. But he's good." 
 
 

Pray Together as a Group 
 

Additional Study 
If you have time during your Small Group or you want to study more about the message 
topic, read and consider the following passages: 

• Isaiah 43:2 

• Mark 6:45-52 


